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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Prematurity Awareness Sunday 2003 

On Sunday, November 16, 2003, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, March of Dimes national partner in the Stork's Nest program, joined the fight against premature birth by holding "Zeta Prematurity Awareness Sunday," two days before the March of Dimes National Prematurity Awareness Day. 

The Zetas coordinated their efforts with religious leaders in communities across the country to raise awareness of this common, serious and costly problem by reaching people through their places of worship.  One in 8 babies is born prematurely; African-Americans babies are at even higher risk with one in 6 born too soon. 
On this special Sunday, Zeta chapters and Amicae auxilairies reached out to congregations through church bulletins, announcements and table displays. Here are just a few examples of the project's success: In Greenville, South Carolina 28 churches participated; in New York City, 11 churches took part, impacting 2670 people; the Round Rock, Texas Zeta chapter reached out to a local church, in a community where teenage pregnancy rates are the highest in the county, and followed up with a free weekend of Stork's Nest prenatal education classes. 
-more-
The International Grand Basileus, Barbara C. Moore, has designated Sunday, November 14, 2004 as Zeta Prematurity Awareness Sunday.  More than 700 chapters and amicae auxilairies are expected to participate in this event.  

An online project tool-kit has been prepared with resources and suggestions to use in planning local programs. 
###

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., was founded in 1920 on the belief that the social nature of sorority life should not overshadow the real mission for progressive organizations to address societal mores, ills, prejudices, poverty, and health concerns of the day. The international organization's over 100,000 initiated members, operating in more than 800 chapters, have given millions of voluntary hours to educate the public, provide scholarships, support organized charities, and promote legislation for social and civic change. For more information on Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., please visit their web site at www.zphib1920.org .
The March of Dimes is a national voluntary health agency whose mission is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects and infant mortality. Founded in 1938, the March of Dimes funds programs of research, community services, education, and advocacy to save babies and in 2003 launched a five-year campaign to address the increasing rate of premature birth. For more information, visit the March of Dimes Web site at marchofdimes.com or its Spanish Web site at nacersano.org. 
