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Premature Birth Rates on the Rise in US
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority teams with March of Dimes for awareness campaign
WASHINGTON (November 5)—In response to the significant rise in premature births, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority and the March of Dimes are holding national events aimed at increasing community awareness. Zeta Phi Beta Sorority members in 800 communities across the United States and the U.S. Virgin Islands are conducting Prematurity Awareness Sunday activities in houses of worship on November 14.  In addition to this national faith-based initiative, 20 locations will be the subject of an expanded media, advertising and government affairs campaign. 
The sorority's efforts are a prelude to the March of Dimes National Prematurity Awareness Day observance on Tuesday, November 16, in which March of Dimes volunteers, Zeta members and others will make a concerted effort to help shed light on an increasing infant health problem. 
In 2003, more than 450 churches, mosques and temples participated in the program. The Sorority’s efforts reached 150,000 parishioners. This year, Sorority members hope to double that number. 
Prematurity affects one out of eight babies born in the U.S. today—a rate that has increased 27 percent since 1981.  The numbers are even more alarming for African-American babies who have a one- in-six chance of being born too soon. 

-more-
PREMATURE BIRTHS ON RISE
In addition to the emotional toll, there is a tangible cost to premature birth as well. In 2001, average hospital charges in the United States for the most severe cases of prematurity were nearly 60 times higher than the charges for newborn stays without complications. 
Despite its prevalence, many families endure the trauma of a premature birth, and all too often infant death, privately and silently.  Most people are unaware of the scope of this common and costly health problem. “For over 30 years, Zeta Phi Beta has worked in partnership with the March of Dimes in their goal to ensure that all new lives are healthy lives," said Barbara C. Moore, International President. "Our efforts on November 14 are reflective of Zeta Phi Beta's on-going commitment to help the March of Dimes and to work towards healthier communities," said Moore. 
###

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., was founded in 1920 on the belief that the social nature of sorority life should not overshadow the real mission for progressive organizations to address societal mores, ills, prejudices, poverty, and health concerns of the day. The international organization's over 100,000 initiated members, operating in more than 800 chapters, have given millions of voluntary hours to educate the public, provide scholarships, support organized charities, and promote legislation for social and civic change. For more information on Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., please visit their web site at www.zphib1920.org .
The March of Dimes is a national voluntary health agency whose mission is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects and infant mortality. Founded in 1938, the March of Dimes funds programs of research, community services, education, and advocacy to save babies and in 2003 launched a five-year campaign to address the increasing rate of premature birth. For more information, visit the March of Dimes Web site at marchofdimes.com or its Spanish Web site at nacersano.org. 
