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        Eight Dignitaries to be Honored for Public Service During 

Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund’s Fourth Annual “Community Leadership Awards” 

   --CBC Week Event Co-Presented by Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority—

Washington, D.C. (September 16, 2003) – Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund, Inc.  (TMSF) today announced the 2003 honorees for its fourth annual “Community Leadership Awards,” ceremony, which is being co-presented by Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Thursday, September 25, 2003 at      6:00 p.m. at the City Club in Washington, D.C. 

The 2003 honorees will be recognized for their outstanding contributions to community service and to higher education at the ceremony, which will be held during Congressional Black Caucus Week. This year’s Community Leadership Award honorees are:

· Congresswoman Julia Carson (Indiana)

· Congressman James E. Clyburn (South Carolina)

· Congressman Elijah E. Cummings (Maryland), Chair, Congressional Black Caucus, 

· Lorraine Miller, Senior Advisor to the Honorable Nancy Pelosi

· Representative Demetrius C Newton, Speaker Pro Tempore of the               House of Representatives, State of Alabama

· Lieutenant Governor Michael S. Steele, Maryland

· Tiffany Watkins, Deputy Associate Director, Office of Public Liaison,

The White House
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“We have all benefited from the leadership and contributions that each of this year’s honorees have given to public service, to higher education, to various organizations and from the accomplishments they’ve made in their respective professions,” said Dwayne Ashley, president of Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund. “Each of the award recipients share a common thread: They have all demonstrated exemplary service leadership and distinguished public service contributions, which have greatly strengthened communities.”

TMSF created the Community Service Awards four years ago to recognize individuals who have demonstrated excellence and outstanding leadership in community service and in supporting higher education and students attending public historically black colleges and universities. 

“We are honored to participate” said Arthur Thomas, Esq., 31st International President of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity.  “As one of the nine largest historically African American service fraternities, our union with TMSF and Zeta Phi Beta in presenting these community service awards is a natural outgrowth of our respective missions and we intend to continue this very positive relationship.”

“To give recognition to men and women who have contributed much in support
of education and public service is indeed an honor," said Barbara C. Moore,
22nd International President of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. "As an
organization committed to service, we understand that there is no greater
calling than to be of service to others. We join the TMSF and our brother
fraternity, Phi Beta Sigma, in celebrating the honorees' accomplishments and
look forward to continuing to work with them on issues of concern to our
communities."
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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated was founded on January 16, 1920 in Washington, D.C., on the belief that the social nature of sorority life should not overshadow the real mission for progressive organizations-to address societal mores, ills, prejudices, poverty, and health concerns of the day. The international organization's over 100,000 initiated members operating in more than 700 chapters have given millions of voluntary hours to educate the public, provide scholarships, support organized charities and promote
legislation for social and civic change. Visit www.zphib1920.org for more information about Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., an international organization of college and professional men, was founded at Howard University, Washington, DC, in 1914.  One of the 9 largest predominantly African American Greek-lettered organizations, Phi Beta Sigma has a membership of over 150,000 with 650 chapters throughout the United States, Europe, and Africa.  Programs of the Fraternity include Sigma Beta Clubs (the youth auxiliary for males 8 to 18 years of age), Sigmas Against Teenage Pregnancy Plus (SATAPP), and Sigmas Waging War Against Cancer (SWWAC).  Visit www.pbs1914.org for more information about Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

The Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund Inc., named for the late U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice, is the only national organization of its type that provides merit-based scholarships and programmatic support to students attending the nation’s public Historically Black Colleges and Universities. It also provides capacity building support to its 45 member schools, which educate 215,000 students annually. Since its inception in 1987, the Fund has awarded more than $20 million in scholarships and programmatic support to more than 4,400 students. TMSF also provides internship programs and joins corporate and foundation partners in providing leadership training and support to students preparing for undergraduate and professional schools. Visit the organization at www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org for more information.
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